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Welcome to GCSE Options Evening

The aim of the evening is:

● Explain the different GCSE pathways

● Consider early entry GCSE

● Learn how to complete the GCSE 

options form and deadlines. 

http://www.infinitelooper.com/?v=cYqHwI2qf1k


GCSE qualifications 

The quality of GCSE and Level 2 qualifications 

achieved by the end of Year 11 determines 

future pathways students can follow.  

Most sixth forms and colleges consider:

● GCSE English Language and maths

● Average GCSE grade across 8 subjects

● Ebacc subjects

Our different pathways support students to 

achieve the best possible grades.  This gives 

them more options for Year 12. 

http://www.infinitelooper.com/?v=cYqHwI2qf1k


Pathways explained

The academy offers four distinct pathways:

Pathway Curriculum 

Extended Full Ebacc, 2 options (one early 
entry)

Academic 4 Ebacc subjects, 3 options (one 
early entry) 

Core 4 Ebacc subjects, 2 options 
(vocational courses offered)

Foundation English, maths, science, King’s 
Trust,  2 options (vocational 
courses offered)

http://www.infinitelooper.com/?v=cYqHwI2qf1k


The English Baccalaureate
The Ebacc is a group of important subjects which 

are regarded as a useful foundation for future 

academic study and career options. These 

include:

● English Language & Literature

● Maths

● Science (Separate Science or Combined 

Science)

● French or Spanish

● Geography or History

Nationally 40% of students follow the full Ebacc 

curriculum. 



Academic/Extended Pathway 

Students on track to achieve grade 5 in English and maths will 

complete one GCSE early in year 9 & 10. 

In Year 9 Students will study

● English, Maths, Science, Geography & History

● French or Spanish

● DT, PE, PHSCE

● their Early Entry GCSE option

● 2 creative subjects  on rotation

In Year 10 Students will choose one subject from each of 3 

blocks.  

● Extended pathway students will study the full EBACC & 2 

options, including their Early Entry

● Academic pathway students will study 4 Ebacc subjects & 

3 options, including their Early entry



Core /Foundation Pathway 
Students will continue the Key Stage 3 curriculum. In year 10 

they will have extra English and maths lessons. Vocational 

courses are offered. 

In Year 9 Students will study

● English, Maths, Science, Geography & History

● French or Spanish

● DT, PE, PHSCE, RE

● Art, Drama and Music

In Year 10 Students will choose one subject from each of 3 

blocks alongside English, maths and science.  

● Core pathway students will study four Ebacc subjects and 2 

other options

● Foundation pathway students will do the King’s Trust 

Award and two options



Blocks Y9 Early Entry Y10 Block A Y10 Block B Y10 Block C

For students on 
track to achieve 

grade 5 in English 
and maths 

French French Art: Fine Art

Geography Geography Art: Textiles

History History Business BTEC

Art Spanish Spanish Computer science

Computer science Art: Fine Art Business BTEC DT

Drama Sociology Hospitality (Food) Drama

Music Kings Trust* Sports Studies Hospitality (Food)

RE Music

GCSE PE

RE

Sociology



GCSE Options Guide 2025

● Pathways explained

● Y9 & 10 Curriculum

● Course outlines

● Online options

The booklet can be found at 
www.thecityacademy.org

Parents > GCSE Options

https://www.thecityacademyhackney.org/gcse-options/49.html


Completing your GCSE Options Form

Please ensure you complete your Applica 
form in full and submit by Friday 2nd May

You will need to know: 

•Your login details

•Your preference for each block

•A reserve subject

 The form opens Wednesday 23rd April



Step 1: Follow the 
link in the student 
email  or log in as 
an existing user. 

Logins will be 
emailed to students 
on parent day. 



Year 8 Early entry and creative rotation



Year 8 Confirmation



Year 9 Pathway confirmation



Year 9 Block options



Year 8 Confirmation



Parental confirmation

You will be emailed and 
asked to login and 
confirm your child’s 
choices. 



What’s next?

● SLT are on hand  to answer any questions you have 

● Speak to subject teachers about what courses involve

● Read the GCSE Options Guide 

● Select your preferences and reserve 

● Students follow the email link to log into Applica and complete the 

form

● Parents follow Applica link to confirm choices

● Applica will open on Wednesday 23rd April and must be completed by 

Friday  2nd May

https://www.thecityacademyhackney.org/gcse-options/49.html

